Principles To Live By – November, 2000                                         JESUS INC.

Greetings from the Wieber’s in Olney, Illinois! We pray that your Thanksgiving Day will be marked with joy, relaxation and a grateful heart to the Lord God Almighty who has blessed this nation abundantly.

Speaking of Prayer, the following was reprinted from “Praying the Bible For Your Life”. Copyright © 1999 by David Kopp. Used by permission of WaterBrook Press, Colorado Springs, CO. All rights reserved. 

“Be careful to do what the LORD your God has commanded you; do not turn aside to the right or to the left, Walk in all the way that the LORD your God has commanded you, so that you may live and prosper and prolong your days (Deuteronomy 5: 32-33).”

(Prayer) Lord God, you asked us to etch Your commands in our memories and affections, and to do the same for our children (Deut. 6:6-7). I pray today for myself, for all who are close to me, and for all believers. Show us, Lord, what it really means to fear You and keep your laws. We want to honor You and receive the best life has to offer (Deut. 7: 12).

1. I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of ...slavery. You shall have no other gods before me (Deut. 5: 6-7). May no other loyalties or affections take Your place in our hearts—no other priority, hobby, ambition, possession, or person. We belong to only You!

2. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath...You shall not...worship them; for I...am a jealous God (vv.8-9). Help us to resist any substitute objects of worship (how easily idols slip in!) and to turn away from all false beliefs. Keep us from any pursuit—no matter how worthy—that becomes an end in itself.

3. You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God (v.11). We want to hold You in awe and respect, Lord. In this casually profane world, keep us sensitive about the sacredness of Your names, especially “Lord,”, “God,” and “Jesus Christ.”

4. Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy  (vv. 12-15) May we faithfully set aside the Lord’s day for worship and rest, and for nurturing a vital role in Your church family. Thank You for setting us free from the tyranny of work and “getting ahead.”

5. Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has commanded you, so that you my live long and that it may go well with you (v.16). May we show lifelong respect for the elderly, especially our own parents. Help us to raise our children to respect and obey us as their main source of learning about life and godliness.

6. You shall not murder (v.17). Help us to understand and guard the sanctity of all human life—including the unborn, the weak, those different from ourselves, or the aged. May we never, even in our thoughts, surrender to hate, violence, or taking revenge.

7. You shall not commit adultery (v.18). May we build our marriages on integrity, purity, faithfulness, and loyalty. Protect us from the traps of pornography, promiscuity, and creeping disrespect. Show us new ways to honor marriage as a sacred, lifelong commitment.

8. You shall not steal (v.19). Teach us to value honesty in the little and large issues, to respect the belongings of others (including our government and our church), and to trust You to provide for our needs.

9. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor (v.20). Instill in us a sincere dedication to being loyal and truthful, even under pressure. Teach us to hate gossip and criticism.

10. You shall not covet (v.21). Help us never to measure our happiness by the lives or possessions of others. Instead, may we learn to be content with what You give and happy when others prosper.

Lord God, thank You for Your promise to bless us if we follow these laws. We want Your best to be the measure of our lives (7:12). Amen. (End of Reprint)

If you believe in the Lord Jesus, pray this prayer in His name, and do what it says. You will notice a big change in your life after a period of time. To obey God is not an option for His people who have been bought with His Blood.

How can we obey such commandments consistently in our daily life? The apostle Paul wrote to the Philippians: “being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; just as it is right for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers with me of grace  (Phil 1:6-7).”

“Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling: for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. Do all things without murmuring and disputing, that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life,…(Phil 2:12-15 & part of 16)”

Did you know that suffering for Christ sake is also not an option for believers? “Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from God.

For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me (Philippians 1: 27-29).”

Unity and humility among believers is a powerful combination. “Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others  (Philippians 2: 1-4).”

As a believer, this should be your attitude and mind-set: “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men.

And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father  (Philippians 2: 5-11).”

God works in us so we can desire and do what He wants us to be doing. “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you both to will and to do His good pleasure.

Do all things without murmuring and disputing, that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life,…(Phil 2:12-16..)”

God wants us to be totally dependent on Him and not to place any trust in ourselves or in anything else. The apostle Paul wrote: “For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh,...But indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. (Philippians 3: 3, 8-11)”

Don’t look back; press on to our goal! “but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind. (Phil 3: ...13-16)”

How to detect the enemies of the cross! “For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame—who set their mind on earthly things. (Phil 3: 18—19)”

Where is our citizenship? “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it my be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself. Therefore, my beloved and longed for brethren, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved (Phil 3: 20-21 & 4: 1)”
It’s OK to be concerned but not to worry. Worry represents a lack of trust or faith in God and is sin. Concern is a normal human trait that requires a response of either trust/faith in God or trust/faith in man or something other than God. Believers are commanded to:

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus  (Phil 4: 6-7).”

What things should we think about? “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—mediate on these things. The things which you learned and received and heard in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you  (Phil 4: 8-9).”

We should learn to be content in all situations! “Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen  (Phil 4:11-13, 19-20..,23).”

We pray that you are growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. He is coming soon. Are you ready for His return? Are you serving Him wholeheartedly?

Stan & Sandy Wieber
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